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NEWS RELEASE

April 19, 2007
Government of Alberta commended for increase to AISH in new provincial budget
Members of the Alberta Disabilities Forum (ADF), a coalition of 40 provincial disability organizations who speak with a united voice on issues of importance to Albertans with disabilities, commend Hon. Greg Melchin, the Minister of Seniors and Community Supports, and the members of the Government of Alberta for the 18% increase in funding to the Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH) program announced in the new Alberta budget.
We are pleased to hear that $50 will be going into the pockets of AISH recipients given the increase in living costs in the province. Members are also looking for assistance with housing costs for low income Albertans when Premier Stelmach’s Affordable Housing Task Force brings forward its recommendations this spring.
In 2005, a number of improvements were made to the AISH program including the addition of supplementary benefits (e.g. help with special diets, child care, and school supplies) and an increase to the amount that AISH recipients are allowed to keep from employment. Bi-annual reviews of the benefit rate were also part of the program changes, with the first review happening this year.
These improvements to AISH were in stark contrast to a time (1993-2004) when the cost of living went up more than 25% and AISH income support increased by only 4.9%.
Bev Matthiessen, Chair of the Alberta Disabilities Forum Low Income Working Group, said that “It is good that the government listened to people with disabilities in the province and have responded by giving AISH an increase in the last three budgets. This is a definite step in the right direction” Ms. Matthiessen also believes “the Government of Alberta must provide an annual increase to AISH recipients so that people never fall so far behind again.”
Brian Laird, an AISH recipient whose rent went up $85.00 in January knows what it’s like to live on a budget. “$1000 in 2007 doesn’t go as far as it did in 2006, particularly with all the rising costs. An annual cost of living increase would go a long way to help me to make ends meet.”
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