[image: image1.png]



Aboriginal Disabilities Society of Alberta

Alberta Association for Community Living

Alberta Association of Rehabilitation Centres

Alberta Association of the Deaf

Alberta Committee of Citizens with Disabilities

Alberta Easter Seals

March of Dimes

Alberta Mental Health

Self Help Network

Brain Injury Association of Alberta

Canadian Council of the Blind

Canadian Mental Health Association

Alberta Division

Canadian Paraplegic Association

Alberta Division

Catholic Social Services

Cerebral Palsy Association in Alberta

Chrysalis

Connect Society

DECSA -Distinctive Employment Counselling Services of Alberta

EmployAbilities

Goodwill Industries

of Alberta

Handicapped Housing Society of Alberta

Independent Living Resource Centre of Calgary

Kidney Foundation of Canada

Northern Alberta & the Territories Branch

Learning Disabilities Association of Alberta

Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada – Alberta Division

Muscular Dystrophy Association of Canada

Prader-Will Syndrome

Association of Alberta

Schizophrenia Society 

of Alberta

SODA Group

The Steadward Centre

	Alberta Disabilities Forum



Press Release

For Immediate Release

May 23, 2002

Government Failure to Act Disappoints Albertans with Disabilities

The Alberta Disabilities Forum (ADF) is deeply concerned that the provincial government is not listening to Albertans with disabilities living on low incomes. ADF, a coalition of organizations acting on behalf of people with disabilities, was responding to the release of the recommendations on the Low-Income Review conducted by an MLA committee for the Honourable Clint Dunford, Minister of Alberta Human Resources and Employment. Individuals and organizations, such as ADF, from around the province, gave their input to the committee in August 2001.

Speaking on behalf of ADF, Oliver Cardinal said, “The single most pressing issue which recurred again and again was the need to increase Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH). People simply cannot live on the current rates ($850.00/mo). Costs have continued to increase significantly, particularly for housing. Individuals with disabilities and organizations such as ADF, repeatedly, passionately, and eloquently told stories of hardship and limited possibilities when responding to the committee. We are disappointed that the recommendation to increase financial support has been deferred (Recommendation #2).

Presently, 29,400 Albertans live on AISH. The last increase in the AISH rate occurred in 1999. The ongoing rises in rent and other basic costs since that time create considerable anxiety for many of those who depend on AISH for support.

Through its involvement with the review, ADF heard several key issues raised with the committee:

· Albertans who must rely on AISH have difficulty covering their costs of food, shelter, clothing, and costs associated with living with a disability.

· The availability of accessible, low-income housing is diminishing.

· Restrictions on earnings while on a benefits program make it difficult for low-income Albertans to improve their circumstances.

· AISH rates must be indexed to the cost of living.

ADF members are pleased to see that one idea raised in the review did not become a recommendation. That was the idea of merging AISH and SFI. ADF member Bev Matthiessen points out, “AISH is an income replacement supplement, not a welfare program. By leaving AISH as a separate program, there is a recognition that some people who have disabilities are unable to work. We look forward to working with the Minister to enhance the AISH program to ensure that people with disabilities have stable and adequate incomes.”

The Alberta Disabilities Forum would like to see the provincial government introduce mechanisms to ensure that persons with disabilities are involved in any decisions about changes to programs that affect them. ADF will continue to work with other organizations to advance the interests of people with disabilities.
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