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Aboriginal Disabilities Society of Alberta

Alberta Association for Community Living

Alberta Association of Rehabilitation Centres

Alberta Association of the Deaf

Alberta Committee of Citizens with Disabilities
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Canadian Council of the Blind
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Catholic Social Services
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for people with disabilities

Connect Society

DECSA -Distinctive Employment Counselling Services of Alberta

EmployAbilities

Goodwill Industries of Alberta

Handicapped Housing Society of Alberta

Independent Living Resource Centre of Calgary

Kidney Foundation of Canada

N. Alberta & Territories Branch

Learning Disabilities Association of Alberta

Lupus Society of Alberta

Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada – AB Division

Muscular Dystrophy Association of Canada - AB Division

Prader-Will Syndrome

Association of Alberta

SODA Group

Schizophrenia Society of Alberta

The Arthritis Society

Alberta & N.W.T. Division

The Steadward Centre
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NEWS RELEASE

November 18, 2003

Edmonton, Alberta

For Immediate Release
Disabilities Community Fearful of Closed Door AISH Review
The Alberta Disabilities Forum (ADF) voiced strong opposition today to Alberta Human Resources and Employment’s (AHRE) closed door review of the Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH) program.
In AHRE’s efforts for cost savings, ADF members are afraid that cuts to AISH are being recommended without a full and open consultation with the disability community. “We must be involved in any decisions that could result in changes to the AISH program.” says Bev Matthiessen, Co-Chair of ADF, a group that represents 33 disability organizations in Alberta.

AISH is an essential support program that helps people with disabilities to be independent. Supporting persons with disabilities become more independent requires cooperation between government and various community-based organizations. In this effort, government should be looking at ways to make the program better.

ADF members believe the program can be strengthened in a way that supports the needs of Albertans with disabilities and satisfies the government’s need to make the program more sustainable. Matthiessen says, “We know Albertans want to support people with disabilities to live independent lives with dignity. The people of Alberta do not support cutting back on the poor and disabled who are already living below the poverty line.”

ADF members are calling on AHRE Minister Clint Dunford to engage in a proper consultation process that is focused on making AISH better.

ADF has developed six recommendations for improving AISH that would result in greater economic independence and increased employment activity among AISH recipients. It would bring stability to the AISH program and have the potential of saving the Alberta government millions of dollars each year. For details, go to ADF’s website at www.albertadisabilitiesforum.ca or call 488-9088 in Edmonton or 1-800-387-2514.
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