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Facts About Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped
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Numbers
· 205,000 Albertans between 18-64 have one or more disabilities.*
· 31,500 people are currently receiving AISH benefits.*
· All AISH recipients are permanently disabled.

· 13% of AISH recipients report employment income. 7% earn $200.00 or less per month.*
· 37% are 18-39, 52% are 40-59, and 11% are 60-65.
· The fastest growing group of AISH recipients are over 35.

· 45% have a physical disability; 23% have a developmental disability; 32% have a chronic mental illness.*
*Numbers and statistics are close approximations for 2004. Source: Alberta Human Resources and Employment
Quick History (ACCD fact sheet)

· Created in 1978 under its own legislation. Amended in May 1999 (“Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped Amendment Act”). The amendments:

· Movement of program from Family and Social Services to Human Resources and Employment.

· Asset testing and other stricter eligibility criteria.

· An Alberta Government MLA Low Income Review in 2002 recommended “enhanced and more flexible financial support” for AISH recipients.

· The Premier’s Council on the Status of Persons with Disabilities’ Alberta Disability Strategy released in 2002 called for separation of income from personal supports for Albertans with disabilities and to revise AISH to reflect the real cost of living with a disability.

Support Rates & Benefits

· The financial benefit has risen from $370 in 1979 to the current maximum of $850 per month. The rate is the same for every recipient, regardless of family circumstance.

· The rate is not indexed. The current rate has increased by only 4.9% in the past 10 years. The rate of inflation during that same period is more than 20%.

· Full medical benefits are provided until an AISH recipient earns more than the allowed maximum ($1,335 per month for a single person) for a period of more than 10 months.

Eligibility
· Applicants’ condition must “so severely impair them physically and/or mentally that it substantially limits their ability to earn a livelihood.” “Both the medical condition and the inability to earn a livelihood must be permanent.” (AISH Policy Manual)

· Must have assets less than $100,000 (recipient and spouse/co-habitant)

· Total annual income of prospective recipient from employment, trust, interest and other sources must be less than $15,966 per year (for single person).
Want to learn more?

Go to www.albertadisabilitiesforum.ca or call us at 488-9088 in Edmonton or 1-800-387-2514.

Source for information: Government of Alberta, Statistics Canada, Premier’s Council on the Status of Persons with Disabilities.
















The Alberta Disabilities Forum represents 35 disability organizations in Alberta. It has made six recommendations regarding AISH. For details, go to our website at

www.albertadisabilitiesforum.ca or call 488-9088 in Edmonton or 1-800-387-2514.


