ADF Health Working Group

Healthcare & People with Disabilities Questions for Progressive Conservative Leadership Candidates

Question 1

a.)
How do you envision creating a sustainable, affordable, accessible healthcare system?
b.) Does your vision include a greater level of private health delivery? If so, what type of model do you propose?
Question 2

To achieve greater independence, people with long-term disabilities require access to ongoing health supports including medications, medical supplies and equipment, and a range of health services such as rehabilitation and home care.
a.) With rising healthcare costs and growing demand for community health services, how will you ensure people with disabilities have access to ongoing health services that provide greater independence?

b.) How will you ensure that funding for the needs of people with disabilities who require ongoing long-term community health supports is protected as healthcare costs continue to rise?

Question 3

Access to medications is one of the most critical issues that people with disabilities face. How do you plan to ensure that Albertans with disabilities have access to the medications that meet their optimal health needs?
Question 4

How do you plan to ensure that people in the continuing care system (e.g. assisted living, extended care) are able to have a good quality of life and live with dignity?

Question 5

Unlike businesses that can alter hours or extend deadlines due to staff shortages, people with disabilities cannot put their medical care needs on hold. There is currently a severe shortage of healthcare workers in Alberta. These staff shortages have reached crisis levels in positions that support people with disabilities to live independently (e.g. personnel care attendants, mental health workers, respite workers for families). These worker shortages for people with disabilities are compounded by the low pay and poor benefits that many of these workers receive.
How do you plan to address the human resource crisis for people with disabilities in the health system?
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