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Brief History

In July, 2005, the Alberta Government Department of Health and Wellness put the Getting on with Better Health Care – The Third Way package on their web site. This package outlines 13 renewal actions for 2005-2006 regarding healthcare in Alberta. The actions are:
Action 1: Put an overall health policy in place

Action 2: Improve access and efficiency
Action 3: Get serious about wellness and injury prevention
Action 4: Make children's health the top priority
Action 5: Improve access to mental health services
Action 6: Implement an electronic health record for all Albertans
Action 7: Expand primary health care
Action 8: Make changes to legislation and regulations
Action 9: Control spiraling drug costs and increase coverage
Action 10: Improve quality in long term care
Action 11: Increase the supply of health care providers
Action 12: Address the health needs of rural communities

Action 13: Supplementary Health Insurance

Each of the actions is followed by a brief overview of what the action entails and timelines. Some of the actions are already underway and others are proposed for the near future. For some of the actions, government has included questions for feedback.

For more information about the package, go to:

http://www.health.gov.ab.ca/Key/reform/getting.html#Getting
ADF Response

In response to the Getting on with Better Health Care – The Third Way, the Alberta Disabilities Forum (ADF) Health Working Group surveyed committee members as well as members of the ADF broader membership for feedback on the package. Respondents gave feedback to both the questions outlined in the package and other actions that they felt it was important to respond to. These responses were summarized in the ADF Getting on with Better Health Care Survey Response

While many areas of concern were covered in the ADF response, three important themes surfaced. These were:
· The need for people with disabilities, their families and other interested stakeholders to be part of the decision-making processes regarding changes to Alberta’s healthcare system. In order for this to occur, information sharing and meaningful consultations must occur as government moves ahead on these initiatives.

· The need for more timely access and increased levels of health services, supports and medications for people with disabilities.

· The third area stresses that health services must be based on need. ADF members do not support a move to private insurance-based healthcare system where choice and access are limited to an individual’s ability to pay.

How can Individuals and Organizations get involved?

Organizations:
· Write a response to the questions (and other applicable actions) in the Getting on with Better Health Care package outlining perspectives of your members.

· Write a letter to the Minister of Health regarding the healthcare concerns of importance to your members. Tie these concerns into the Getting on with Better Healthcare document.
Individuals:
· Write a response to the questions (and other applicable actions) in the Getting on with better Health Care package.

· Write a letter to the Minister of Health regarding the healthcare concerns of importance to you. Tie these concerns into the Getting on with Better Healthcare document.

· Visit your MLA to discuss your position on issues of concern to you in the Getting on with Healthcare document
Your turn…..

